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Writer. Activist. Queer voice.

1930–1965

Chicago & New York
Mid-20th Century

Hansberry wrote during the Civil
Rights Movement, when racism,
sexism, and homophobia heavily
shaped American public life.

Lorraine Hansberry was a
playwright and activist best
known for A Raisin in the Sun.

She became the
first Black woman
to have a play
produced on
Broadway.

Hansberry wrote about her attraction to

women and secretly corresponded with

She used her initials

rather than her full

name.

Her private writings
reveal a part of
Hansberry’s life that
mainstream histories
often left behind.

She belongs to
Black history,
theater history and
sapphic history.

Representation is about
more than who gets
published.

(It’s also about whose

complete story gets

remembered.)

1930–1965

the lesbian magazine

The Ladder.
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