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Billie Holiday became one of
America’s most influential
jazz singers during an era
shaped by segregation,
racism, and strict
expectations for women.Known as “Lady Day,” Holiday

transformed jazz through deeply

emotional performances and an

unmistakable vocal style.

Her recording of Strange Fruit,

a protest against lynching,

became one of the most powerful

songs of the 20th century.

Holiday had relationships
with both women and men.
Her relationships with
women, including actress
Tallulah Bankhead, place 

Billie Holiday reminds us that
Black sapphic people were part
of cultural history even when
biographies often minimized or
erased their sexuality.

Listen closely to

history. Sometimes

queer lives are hiding

in biographies under

words like friend,

companion, or simply

not mentioned at all.' 

Color an icon of jazz history.

bisexual
and sapphic
experience
inside the
history of
American
music.
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